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85                               PARAIYAN
At the festival of the village goddesses, they repeat an
extravagant praise of their caste, which runs as follows.
* The Paraiyans were the first creation, the first who wore
the sacred thread, the uppermost in the social scale, the
differentiators of castes, the winners of laurels.    They
have   been   seated  on  the   white  elephant,   the  Vira
Sambavans   who   beat  the  victorious   drum.'    It   is a                         r
curious fact that,   at the feast of the village goddess,                         |'
a Paraiyan is honoured by being invested with a sacred ^ thread   for  the occasion by the pujari  (priest) of the
temple, by having a turmeric thread tied to his wrists, and being allowed to head the procession. This, the Paraiyans say, is owing to their exalted origin."
In times of drought some of the lower orders, instead of addressing their prayers to the rain god Varuna, try to induce a spirit or devata named Kodumpavi (wicked one) to send her paramour Sukra to the affected area. The belief seems to be that Sukra goes away to his concubine for about six months, and, if he does not ^ then return, drought ensues. The ceremony consists in making a huge figure of Kodumpavi in clay, which is placed on a cart, and dragged through the streets for seven to ten days. On the last day, the final death ceremonies of the figure are celebrated. It is disfigured, especially in those parts which are, .usually concealed. Vettiyans (Paraiyan grave-diggers); who have been shaved, accompany the figure, and perform the funeral ceremonies. This procedure is believed to put Kodumpavi to shame, and to get her to induce Sukra to return, and stay the drought. Paraiyans are said * to wail as though they were at a funeral, and to beat drums in the funeral time.
* Gazetteer of the South Arcot district.